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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2003 at 
2:30 p.m. to hold a hearing on Traf-
ficking in Women and Children in East 
Asia and Beyond: A Review of U.S. Pol-
icy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2003 at 3 
p.m. to hold a hearing on Africa Nomi-
nations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2003 at 
4:30 p.m. to hold a hearing on Europe 
Nominations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs be au-
thorized to meet on Wednesday, April 
9, 2003 at 9:30 a.m. for a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Investing in Homeland Security, 
Challenges on the Front Line.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Government Affairs be au-
thorized to met on Wednesda, April 9, 
2003 at 9:30 a.m. for a hearing entitled 
‘‘Investing in Homeland Security, 
Challenges on the Front Line.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet in 
Executive Session during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2003. 

The following agenda will be consid-
ered: 

Agenda 

S. 754, The Improved Vaccine Afford-
ability and Availability Act. 

Any nominees that have been cleared 
for action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized 
to meet on Wednesday, April 9, 2003, at 
10 a.m. in Room 485 of the Hart Senate 
Office Building to conduct a hearing on 

S. 285, to authorize the integration and 
consolidation of alcohol and substance 
abuse programs and services provided 
by Indian tribal governments, and for 
other purposes; S. 558, a bill to elevate 
the Director of the Indian Health Serv-
ice to be Assistant Secretary for Indian 
Health, and for other purposes; and S. 
555, to establish the Native American 
Health and Wellness Foundation, and 
for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate for a 
roundtable entitled ‘‘SBA Re-Author-
ization: Non-Credit Programs’’ and 
other matters on Wednesday, April 9, 
2003, beginning at 9 a.m. in room 428A 
of the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS 

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and 
Capabilities of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, April 9, 2003, at 9:30 a.m., in 
open session and possibly closed ses-
sion, to receive testimony on the U.S. 
Special Operations Command in review 
of the defense authorization request for 
fiscal year 2004. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON READINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT SUPPORT 

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Readiness and Manage-
ment Support of the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, April 9, 2003, at 2:30 p.m., in 
open session to receive testimony on 
the readiness of the military services 
to conduct current operations and exe-
cute contingency plans in review of the 
defense authorization request for fiscal 
year 2004. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
NO. 32 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as 
in executive session, I ask unanimous 
consent that on Friday, April 11, the 
Senate proceed, at a time determined 
by the majority leader, after consulta-
tion with the Democratic leader, to ex-
ecutive session for the consideration, 
for debate only, of Calendar No. 32, the 
nomination of Jeffrey Sutton to be 
U.S. Circuit Judge for the Sixth Cir-
cuit. I further ask unanimous consent 
that following debate on that day, the 
nomination be set aside and the Senate 

resume consideration of the nomina-
tion on Monday, April 28, for debate 
only. Further, I ask unanimous con-
sent that following debate on Monday, 
the nomination be set aside, and on 
Tuesday, April 29, at a time determined 
by the majority leader, after consulta-
tion with the Democratic leader, the 
Senate proceed to a vote on the con-
firmation of the nomination, with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, Mr. President, we appreciate the 
majority working with us on this nom-
ination. I am sure it is conversely ap-
preciated, our working with them on 
this nomination. The majority leader 
indicated he had the intention of filing 
cloture on this nomination today. We 
have been able to work out an arrange-
ment, so this will be unnecessary. 

I only ask that when the majority 
leader sets a time on Tuesday, he give 
some consideration to having the vote 
after the time set for our party cau-
cuses. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
say to my friend from Nevada, we will 
be glad to take that under advisement 
and discuss that possibility. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

NUTRIA ERADICATION AND 
CONTROL ACT OF 2003 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 273, just received from the 
House and which is now at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 273) to provide for the eradi-

cation and control of nutria in Maryland and 
Louisiana.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to proceeding to the bill at 
this time? 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have no 
objection to proceeding to the measure, 
but I ask the distinguished majority 
whip, is this the rat eradication bill? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. The nutria eradi-
cation bill. 

Mr. REID. Is that the rat eradi-
cation? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. It certainly is. 
Mr. REID. Yes, I think so. 
There being no objection, the Senate 

proceeded to consider the bill.
Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, this 

legislation would reauthorize and ex-
pand the Nutria Control Project estab-
lished under Public Law 105–322 to help 
address the non-native rodent nutria 
which is destroying wetlands and valu-
able habitat at and around Blackwater 
National Wildlife Refuge on the East-
ern Shore of Maryland and in Lou-
isiana. Sponsored by my colleague, 
Representative WAYNE GILCHREST, the 
legislation authorizes $4 million in 
grant assistance to the State of Mary-
land and $2 million to the State of Lou-
isiana for each of the next 5 fiscal 
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